
CB&Q GM-1 and GM-2 Composite Mill Gons 

 

The Q acquired five hundred 48’ 6” long, 9’ 1” wide, and 3’ 10” high composite mill gons in 

1925 from the Western Steel Car and Foundry Company.  The cars were numbered 195000 – 

195499 and classified as GM-1.  The 1931 Edition of the Car Builders Cyclopedia has a photo of 

one of the cars – 195499 - as shown below.  By the time of the publication, WSC&F had been 

acquired by the Pressed Steel Car Company. 

 

 
 

In early 1927, the railroad built 1,000 essentially identical cars in their Galesburg car shops.  

These cars were numbered 195500 – 196499 and classified GM-2.  The cars were rated at 50-ton 

capacity, had solid wood floors, a deep center sill, and drop ends.  They were used in general 

freight service and, occasionally, coal service.   

 
 

The GM-1 class had truck type #50, a AAR standard cast steel U-section design with a 5’ 6” 

truck wheelbase.  These truck frames were cast by Bettendorf and had a Simplex bolster.  The 



GM-2 class had truck type #31-B, an Arch Bar truck with a 5’ 4” wheelbase.  These Arch Bar 

trucks were later replaced with type #60, an Andrews U-section truck also having a 5’ 4” 

wheelbase. 

 

  

 
 

 

The cars had a reasonably long life, with most of them continuing in revenue service until the 

railroad began to build 52’ and 65’ steel mill gons in the 1950s.  The chart below gives the 

number of in service cars at certain dates from 1936 through 1957. 

 

Month/            # of 

Year               cars         

5/1936  1496 

11/1939 1496    

5/1942  1491 

11/1942 1487    

8/1950  1415    

11/1952   767 

4/1955      64    

8/1957      13 

11/1957     11  

 

The railroad modified at least one of theses cars as they applied “steel” sides to car 195851 in 

1939.  As they had with many of the composite drop bottom gons, the railroad used the surplus 

two-piece steel ends removed from double-sheathed wooden boxcars as those cars were 

scrapped.  A CB&Q builder’s photo taken at the railroad’s Galesburg car shops shows an end 

view of the car with the drop end in the down position.   

 



 
 

   


